Thoracoscopic anatomy of dogs positioned in lateral recumbency.
In four healthy, adult male German shepherd dogs, thoracoscopy was performed to provide a detailed description and illustration of the endoscopic anatomy of the normal intrathoracic structures of dogs. The dogs were anesthetized and placed in left or right lateral recumbency. The cannula and the endoscope were advanced into the thoracic cavity via entry of the free upper side in the dorsal third of the eighth intercostal space. Most intrathoracic structures of the left and right hemithorax were endoscopically visible. During the four thoracoscopic procedures, endoscopic photographs were taken and are illustrated in this paper. A sound knowledge of the anatomy of intrathoracic structures is a prerequisite for diagnostic and therapeutic thoracoscopy.